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heredity and are little affected by environment. Furthermore,
most psychologists agree that heredity is largely responsible for
one's level of intelligence. About the extent to which one's I.Q.
can be affected by environment, they disagree. Personality is
hardest to assign either to heredity or environment. Obviously
environment affects many personality traits, including attitudes
and interests, more than heredity. But how much environment
influences underlying "temperament," if at all, remains a ques-
tion.
This we can say: heredity provides the raw material from
which a person is made. What he becomes, how the material is
molded, depends chiefly on environment. Good materials placed
in good hands result in a fine finished product. Poor material,
no matter how carefully fashioned, never becomes a first-rate
product.